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64 Mr. E. Blyth on the Ornithology of the neighbourhood f 
Annelida, to infer that its production depends very intimately 
upon the influence exerted by the nervous ystem in giving rise 
to muscular contraction. This, observes Milne Edwards, becomes 
highly probable from the fact, that in the Beroes of the Mediter- 
ranean Sea I have constantly remarked that their very brilliant 
light emanated from the eiliated sides of the body, the principal 
seat of the locomotive function. 
XI . - -Further Observations onthe Ornithology of the neighbourhood 
of Calcutta. By EDWARD BLYTH, Curator to the Museum of 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal. With Notes by H. E. S~rtlCK- 
LANn, M.A. 
Calcutta, March 18, 1844. 
TH~ cold season of 1843-44 having now terminated, and the time 
for collecting specimens of the feathered class fast drawing to its 
dose, I shall again pass under review the various species of birds 
which I have hitherto sueeeeded in procuring in this immediate 
neighbourhood, a task to which I am partly impelled by perusal 
of Mr. Striekland's interesting ' Notes' (vol. xiii. pp. 32 et seq., 
ante), whieh have just rcaehed me. 
Nos. i and 4". Pal~eornis Alexandri and P. pondicerianus. Both of 
these are strictly hill species, and I doubt if either of them is ever 
met with in the vicinity of Calcutta. With reference to the enume- 
ration of the species of this genus which I appended ina note, I may 
remark that there is a "Psittacus (Conurus) himalayanus" of Lesson 
described in the 'Zoologie du Voyage de M. B~langer," p. 239, which 
is doubtless aPal~eornis, and would seem to resemble P. schisticeps, 
except in having the under parts to the belly uniform ash-gray. 
"Inhabits the valleys of the Himalaya." I have never seen it. 
The Psittaculus vernalis appears also to be exclusively a hill spe- 
cies. 
Of the Raptores, I have prepared an elaborate monograph of the 
Indian species, wherein a very cbnsiderable number of synonyms have 
Been reduced, and which is at present awaiting publication. 
The whole of the true Falcons of India appear to visit this neigh- 
bourhood uring the cool season, with the exceptions of F. Aldro- 
vandl, which I have only seen from the Himalaya, and the F. cherrug 
of Hardwieke and Gray, which is evidently the lanner, F. lanarius, 
and which is not yet well established as Indian, though the name F. 
cherrug occurs in a MS. catalogue of the birds of Nepal prepared by 
Mr. Hodgson. I have somewhere read that a large falcon called 
Cherg or Cherrug is highly esteemed in Persia for flying at bustards 
and other large game : and there can be little doubt hat the lanner 
* These numbers refer to Mr. Blytb's paper, Annals, vol. xii. p.90, and 
vol. xiii. pp. 113, 175. 
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Cal~tt(b wit/~ Notes by H. E. Strickland. 35 
exists along the Himalaya, especially towards the N.W. in the al- 
pine Punjab. Of the rest, I have obtained F. shaheen, Jerdon, and 
F. vespertlnus, in addition to the species noticed in the catalogue ; 
my friend Mr. Earle tells me that he has shot F. peregrlnus ; and I 
am satisfied of the occasional occurrence of F. juggur, Gray and 
Hardwicke, vel F. luggur, Jerdon. 
The word Ierax I so spelt o distinguish it in a more marked man* 
net from the genus Hyrax among the mammalia. I have one species 
from Assam, and another from Nepal and Arracan ; a third appears 
peculiar to the Malay countries, and a fourth inhabits the Philippines. 
The true Falco ccerulescens, Linn., founded on Edwards, pl. 108, is 
certainly a distinct species from any of the four known t[J me. Irt 
the Assamese I. melanoleucos, nobis, the tibial plumes are white ; in 
the Nepalese/. eutolmus, Hodgson (Falco ccerulescens, var. u, Latham, 
from near Sylhet), they are bright ferruginous ; and in the Malay 
species deep black. Latham's description of Edwards's alleged 
Bengal species agrees neither with I. eutolmus nor with I. melano- 
leucos. 
No. 9. I have instituted a division Nisastur for the reception of 
Falco badius, Brown, and the species allied to it, conceiving that they 
do not range satisfactorily either in Daedalion (Astur, Bechstein) or 
in Accipiter*. 
No. 14. This I fully suspect will have to be recognised as a di- 
stinct species from the European Circus ¢eruginosus, v. rufus, in which 
case it will apparently stand as C. variegatus, Sykes ; and Latham's 
Rufous-eared Falcon, no. 103, and Konta Falcon, no. 117, are both 
referable to it. If I remember rightly, M. Lesson has some remarks 
on the Indian "variety" of C. ~eruginosus in the ' Zoologic du Voyage 
de M. Bdlanger.' The extreme frequency of specimens with ash-co- 
loured tail and part of wings, as figured in Gould's ' Birds of Europe '
from a Himalayan specimen, first led me to entertain this suspicion, 
and the Indian bird appears also to be always smaller, to have the 
owl-like ruff more developed, and to be further distinguished by 
having golden-yellow irides. Now of the considerable number of 
European specimens which I have seen, I do not remember to have 
met with one having the ash-coloured wings and tail J-, nor do I think 
the irides were ever pure yellow. Referring to McGillivray's ' Ra. 
pacious Birds,' I observe he mentions the irides of the male to be 
"orange," and those of the female to be "reddish-yellow." Mr. 
Jenyns, without distinguishing thesex, describes the "adult in its 
* A recent skin has ju t been brought to me of a small Acclpiter shot a 
few miles down the river, which is not improbably the Khandesra hawk 
which Mr. Jerdon has been long trying to procure. 
t It is however certain that specimens so coloured o occasionally occur 
in Europe, as they have been accurately described by various authors from 
Brisson to Yarrell. The scarcity of such specimens in Europe is probably 
owing to the influence of man, who usually destroys these birds before they 
become aged. 1 do not therefore think that there is at present sufficient evi- 
dence to warrant the specific separation of the "Moor Buzzards" of India 
fi'om those of Europe.--H. E. S. 
D2  
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38 Mr. E. Blyth on the Ornithology of the neighbourhood of  
fourth year"  to have "reddlsh-yellow" irides ; in the second year 
"brown ;" and in the young of the year "dusky-brown" ; hut Mon- 
tagu describes a female before him to have "yel low" irides, in which 
he is perhaps copied by Fleming. None of these authors mention the 
presence of any ash-colour on the wings and tail ; but I observe that 
Mr. Gould's Himalayan specimen is noticed as " showing a curious 
change of plumage" by Sir W. Jardine in the ' Naturalist's Library." 
So far from being unusual is it however in this neighbourhood, that 
I have seen two or three in the course of a day's excursion, and 
have had at least a dozen specimens thus eoloured brought me within 
the last few weeks, and two or three only with dark wings and tail. 
With respect to the size, Mr. M~Gillivray assigns the following as 
the respective dimensions of the sexes of the British species. Length 
to end of tail 2l  and 24 inches ; of wing 16~ and 163 in. ; of tail 10 
and 9~ in. (!) ; and alar expanse 50 and 52 in. The dimensions of 
the Indian bird are 19 and 21{ in. ; wing 15 and 16 in. ; tail 84~ to 9 
and 9¼ in. ; and alar expanse 45 and- -  ? In four gray-winged males 
before me, the length of the wing varies from 14~ to 15{ in., and in 
two dark-winged(young) males it is onlyl4~in.  In the gray-winged 
specimens, the pale head and throat never contrast remarkably with 
the rest of the plumage, as in the young of both sexes, and com- 
monly in the European species; but the central dark lines to the 
feathers are usually much developed, often leaving but a slight lateral 
pale or rufous edge to each feather. For a minute description how- 
ever, I must refer to my ' Synopsis' of Indian Raptores * 
No. 15. This I suspect is the Falco bido, Horsfield, and the spe- 
cies would accordingly now stand as Spilornis bido. Falco albidus of 
Guvier and Temminck, v. Buteo melanotls of Jerdon's ' Supplement,' 
is merely the young, as was first intimated to me by Mr. Jerdon, an 
identification which I have since verified t. 
No. 16. Mr. Strickland, following Mr. G. R. Gray, is quite in 
error respecting the generic location of the birds which I formerly 
referred to S1alza~tus, and which must now be restored to Nisa~tus of 
Hodgson, a very distinct form, represented by the following Indian 
species : - -1 .  N. caligatus (?) ; Falco caligatus (?), Raffles ; F. niveus, 
Tern. ; N. nipalensis, Hodgson ; Bauj Eagle and probably Jerwied 
• The European species may perhaps likewise be found here, in which 
ease, however, I think it likely that such closely allied races would be apt 
to coalesce. While treating of this genus, I would also suggest that the sup- 
posed female, C. Monta#ui, described by Mr. Selby to have the lower parts 
- orange-brown, without spot or streak," may possibly be an adult female of 
C. 3wainsonn. 
t- Since the above was written, one of my shikarees has come in with a 
title collection of Raptores, procured uring an excursion towards the Soon- 
derbuns. Among them are two species which I have not procured before 
in this neighbourhood ;--Circa~tus #allicus, and a remarkable specimen of 
a crestless Pernis, which is the P. EUioti of Jerdon's list, and doubtless also 
tliat of Lesson in B~langer's ' Voyage' ; I am not sure also that it differs spe- 
cifically from P. apivora. [In a note dated three days later, M . Blyth says, 
" I have got two more specimens of the Pernis, and these lead me to suspect 
that P. cristata, ~llioti, and maculosa of Lesson are all one and the sarae."] 
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Calcutta, with Notes by H. E. Striekland. 37 
Eagle of Latham, nos. 74 and 77 : this bird is very common in Lower 
Bengal, and both sexes become wholly of a dusky black eolour with 
full maturity, which renders the name niveus bestowed by Temminek 
peculiarly inappropriate * ; in Southern India it does not appear to 
have been met with. 2. N. eirratus (Latham), founded on the 
Crested Indian Falcon f Willughby ; F. cristatellus, Tern,, but cer- 
tainly not Spiza~tus cristatellus of Jardine and Selby's ' Illustrations 
of Ornithology'; iV. nipalensis, crested variety, and since N. pal- 
lidus, Hodgson : nearly allied to the last, but distinguished by its 
splendid rooping occipital crest, which in a fine specimen before me 
(procured so near as at Midnapore) measures 5½ inches in length, 
whereas in N. ealigatus (?) there is invariably but a slight indication 
of the crest common to the three other Indian species of this group ;
the shape of the dorsal feathers also well distinguishes this species 
from the preceding one. 3. N. pulcher, Hodgson ; and 4. N. Kie- 
neri, which had already been thus identified by Mr. Jerdon. 
To Limna~tus may 1)e referred the Morphnus hastatus of Lesson, 
v. Spiza~tus punctatus of Jerdon's ' Supplement,' and Cawnpore Eagle, 
Latham, of which I have recently obtained two specimens in this vi- 
cinity, an adult and a young one ; and Mr. Jerdon informs me that 
he also has lately procured several, among which are pale varieties 
analogous to those of Aquila n~evia (Vindhiana t). 
I have also procured Aquila mogilnlk (imperialis) ; ,'19. naevla (two 
adults beautifully spotted, another adult totally devoid of spots, but 
the feathers of both silky and finely glossed with purplish), the Aq. 
fulvescens, Gray, is the young ; and several specimens of _4q. laennata, 
vel Spiza~tus milvoides of Jerdon. This last is of course the Indian 
variety of Buteo lagopus noticed by Latham : and the reference of the 
same author to the Kites of India, which occurs in his description of 
the British kite, refers of course to the common Indian species, his 
Cheela Eagle, nos. 66, 111, and 112. 
Nos. 17 to 20, Fishing Eagles. I shot a specimen of Halia~tus Macel 
a few days ago, in a transitional state of plumage, passing from the 
H. lineatus of Hardwicke's drawings into the H. unicolor, ibid. ; which 
latter I see is considered by Prof. Brandt as probably identical with 
Falco leucoryphos, Latham :--vide voh xi. p. 114, ante. That I have 
rightly identified the H. unicolor, Gray, there can be no doubt what- 
ever ; and I very strongly suspect that to the F. leucoryphos must be 
referred the F. ichthya~tos, Horsfield, described in immature plumage, 
and which would now accordingly rank as lchthya~tus leucoryphos. 
This bird is very common in the Bengal Soonderbuns. The Hal. 
blagrus is considerably less so, at least o judge from the comparative 
number of specimens which are brought me, but this also is far from 
being rare : it is evidently the _~Iaritime Eagle, no. 67, of Latham, 
• This is analogous to the change which converts Buteo lagopus into the 
JB. Sancti Johannis, Auct. Mr. McGillivray was unaware of the occurrence 
of this bird in the dark plumage within the British Islands, but a specimen 
in the dress adverted to wa~ btained in Epping Forest by Mr. Doubleday. 
~" On further consideration, I feelvery doubtfid respecting the distinctness 
of this from/,', lim~ta~tus, Horsficld. 
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38 Mr. E. Blyth on the Ornithology of the neighbourhood of 
as well as his no. 82, and in second plumage it is his Kumpa-maur 
Eagle, no. 72. Pandion halia~tus is also very common i the Soon- 
.derbuns, being of course the Bengal Osprey of Latham, but differing 
m no respect from the European species. For Halia~tus pondiee- 
rianus must now be read Haliastur indus. 
No. 22. The Elanus melanopterus of Bengal has always its outer- 
most tail-feather f om sa to i inch shorter than the rest, which is the 
sole character upon which the Prince of Canino founded his American 
E. dispar ; the adult is likewise always distinguished by a slaty-black 
spot at the extremity of the white on the under surface of the wing, 
and immediately impending the base of the first primaries. Does 
this correspond to the oval spot of black mentioned as occurring in 
Gould's Australian E. notatus* ? 
Respecting the Indian Vultures, information concerning which is 
sought by Mr. Strickland, I have already informed you (vide vol. xiii. 
p. 11~). 
A superb living Vultur einereus has been sent by Major Jenkins 
fi'om Assam, which enables me to refer to this species beyond all 
doubt the so-called V. monachus figured by Hardwicke, and the head 
alone of which is published by Gray. Latham describes this draw- 
ing under the head " Chocolate Vulture." My bird is now casting 
its first primaries, and should therefore be in its second year, the 
colouring of the head being nearly as represented on the plate. In 
the breadth of skull and aquiline strongly hooked beak, this bird ap- 
proaches the division Otogyps, and it has been separated by Mr. 
Hodgson under the somewhat strange name of Polypteryx. 
Of Owls, I have added to the catalogue Ketupa ieschenaultl, 
which is by no means rare; Urrua umbrata, nobis, which is less 
common ; and Scops sunla, Hodgson, of which beautiful little spe- 
cies I procured a pair that were taken with bird-lime. There are no 
less than five Indian species of true Scops, exclusive of coromanda, 
which is probably an Urrua, Hodgson. The U. coromanda, apud 
Hodgson, is my U. umbrata ; and the same is evidently alluded to by 
Latham in his description of Strix coromanda, as represented in a 
drawing which he saw in the possession of Sir Joseph Banks, the 
figure measuring 20 inches in length ; but it cannot be the Strix co- 
romanda of Hardwicke and Gray, being much darker in colour, in 
addition to its very superior size. Mr. Jerdon has also recently ob. 
talned [7. umbrata in the south. 
That Strix hirsuta, Tern., must be referred to the Sumatran Str. 
scutulata of Raffles, I have this further evidence, that the Bengal 
species is quite common about Singapore ; and it is also the Ominous 
Owl of Latham, or Col pecha (death-owl) of the Bengalees, by 
whom its cry is believed to forebode the death of any sick person 
within whose hearing it is uttered. 
* The above remarks are v ry important, as they seem to show that the 
Elanus of America and of Australia is the same species a that of the old 
world. The wing-spot in E. axillaris, Lath. (E. ~otatus, Gould), exactly 
agrees with Mr. Blyth's description, except in being sooty-black and not 
" daty-Mack."--I:I. E. $. 
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CaIcutla, with Notes by H. E. Strickland. 39 
No. 27. I observe that Sir W. Jardine remarks, in the ' Natura- 
list's Library' (British Birds, vol. i.), that- -"  Of the extra-European 
specimens of birds which are considered to be identical with the En- 
glish barn owl, the under-parts are always more tinged with ochra- 
eeous." This, however, certainly does not apply to the common 
Indian barn owl, which, as I before stated, differs neither in this re- 
spect nor in any other f om the bird of Europe. I have Calcutta 
specimens with under-parts of the most pure snowy-white, and others 
more or less coloured beneath, precisely as in those of England. 
No. 27 a. I have obtained Ketupa Leschenaulti half-grown, and 
from the analogy of plumage I feel confident that Strix coromanda, 
as figured by Hardwicke, is the young of my umbrata, but certainly 
not the true oromanda. 
No. 31. This is Buceros albirostris of Shaw, a species which re- 
presents B. malabarlcus of tile Indian peninsula, in Bengal, Nepal, 
Assam, and to the eastward of the bay of Bengal. "Latham, however, 
has badly figured it as B. malabaricus in his vol. ii. pl. 38. 
No. 32. I can perceive no good distinction between the Hoopoes 
of Bengal and Southern India, further than that the latter are rather 
smaller and considerably more deeply coloured. The Bengal bird is 
decidedly the European hoopoe, and the position of the white bar 
upon the tail varies in different specimens, being in some also much 
more oblique than in others. 
No. 33 a. I have obtained asingle specimen of Merops phil[ipinus. 
No. 34. This common species is replaced in Assam, Tipperah, 
Arracan and the Tenasserim provinces by Coracias assamensls 
(M'Clelland and Horsfield), which in those parts appears to be 
equally common. 
No. 37. Halcyon amauropterus i found at all seasons, and may 
generally be met with in the Botanic Garden and one or two other 
localities. I have also obtained H. atricapillus, which Mr. Jerdon 
has likewise recently done in Southern India ; and TodirhamThus col- 
larls. H. coromandus I have received from Nepal and from the east- 
ern side of the bay. 
No. 42. Bucco caniceps is common in the Soonderbuns, and to the 
eastward abounds in Tipperah and in Arracan. 
No. 43. Picus strictus appears to be the P. goensis of recent au- 
thors, but does not well agree with Daubenton's orginal description. 
This and some allied species constitute my division ChrysocolaTtes 
(Journ. As. Soe. B. no. 59. p. 1004), which I consider to be very 
distinct from Mr. Strickland's Brachypternus, founded on P. auran- 
tlus, v. bengalensis. 
No. 43 a. Picus (Gecinus) strlolatus, nobis, J. A. S. B. vol. xii. 
p. 1000, has been procured near here by W. Earle, Esq. 
No. 48. I have obtained several specimens of Yunx torquilla. 
No. 52. For notices of this extremely variable species, vide J. A. 
S. B. xi. 908, and xii. 241 and 944, where also are described several 
species of Centropus. I may remark that I have received Cucutus 
Sonneratl from Singapore as well as from Southern India *. Eudy- 
* Is n~t C. Sm~er~/i the young of some other species ?--lI. E. S. 
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40 Mr. E. Blyth on the Ornithology of  the neighbourhood of 
namys orlentalis was omitted by an oversight ; and another species to 
he added to the list is Phoenicophaus trlstis, the Ph. longicaudatus of 
my monograph of oriental Cuculid~e. 
Nos. 56, 57 and 58 are true Caprlmulgl. 
No. 58 a. Caprlmulgus indlcus, apud Jerdon, procured in this 
neighbourhood, and presented to the Society by my friend Willis 
Earle, Esq. The same gentleman has also shown me part of a col- 
lection formed in Monghyr, a range of hills at no great distance up 
the river, among which I perceive various species that do not occur 
in this immediate vicinity, e. g. Butastur (Hodgson) teesa ; Urrua ben- 
galensis ( Otus bengalensis, Franklin; Urrua cavearia, Hodgson) ; Picus 
mahrattensis ; Zanclostomus sirkee ; Lanius lahtora, L. erythronotus, 
L. Hardwlckei ; Malacocercus chatarheea ; Thamnobia fulicata (the 
female of this is Saxicolides erythrurus, Lesson in B~langer's  Voy- 
age'); Motacilla variegata, Lath. (not of Vieillot ; M. plcata, Frank- 
lin) ; Sirra castaneoventrls ; Columba cambayensis ; Philomachus yen- 
tralis ; Cursorlus asiaticus ; - -and of species which are rare here, Cu. 
culus canorus and Oriolus aureus of my list ; both the latter and O. 
chinensls I have also received from Midnapore. I have also reason to 
believe that on the same range occurs the Garrulax ruflcollis (Jardine) 
([anthocincla lunata, M'Clell.), of which I lately received a few spe- 
cimens from Tipperah. 
No. 59 a. Add a CLvselus allied to C. australis, Gould, and iden- 
tical with that received from the Deccan by Mr, Jerdon as noticed 
in J. A. S. B. vol. xi. p. 886. 
No. 61. Corvus macrorhynchos, v. culmlnatus. A pair of these birds 
which I lately shot measured each 19~ inches by 3 feet in alar ex- 
panse ; wing 12 in. and tail 7¼in. Mr. Jerdon, however, gives length 
21 in. ; of wing 13~6o in. ; tail 7~ in. ; andCol. Sykes assigns, "length 
14 in., and tail 7 in.," which, added together, gives the same total di- 
mensions as are stated by Mr. Jerdon. It doubtless varies in dimen- 
sions like the next species. 
No. 62. The variations of size in this most common species are 
very observable in the living birds. Picking out a large and a small 
one, the former measured 17~ in. by 2 ft. 8 in. ; wing 11 in., and 
tail 73 in. : the latter gave 15 in. by 2 ft. 5 in. ; wing 9-~ in., and 
tail 5¼ in. 
No. 63. Latham terms this Corvus rufus, and rightly assigns to it 
one of its Bengalee names, derived fromits note ; but I think it is 
more commonly styled Takka-chore, or "Rupee-thlef." 
Nos. 64 and 65. Gracula indlca inhabits Southern India, and is 
the Gr. religlosa of Mr. Jerdon's fist. Gr. religiosa vera inhabits the 
hilly parts of Bengal, and is common in Nepal and in the countries 
eastward of the bay. 
No. 70. Mr. Jerdon's Pastor malabarlcus is probably the P. do- 
minicanus, apud Lesson, in the Zoology of M. B61anger's  Voyage' : 
vide J. A. S. B. no. 9. for a notice of the Indian Mynahs and some 
additional species. 
[My genus Trichastoma certainly appears to be identical with Mr. 
Eyton's Malacopteron, and my Tr. affine is probably his M. cinereus ; 
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Calcutta, with Notes by H. E. Strickland. 41 
but Tr. rostratum ust be distinct from M. magnum, and I have other 
members of this group which will require subgeneric division.] 
No. 74. Malacocercus terrlcolor is badly figured by Edwards, 
pl. 184, on which was founded Turdus canorus of Linnaeus, a name 
which really cannot stand, as a more thoroughly songless bird does 
not exist ; what cries it has are particularly harsh and chattering-- 
atch, arch, arch. The name Baniahbou (given it by Buffon) refers to 
the black-headed oriole, this being called Saat bhye (seven brothers), 
as they always go in fan~ilies ; and Chatarh~ea (though it is not the 
Chatarhcea of Franklin), which is a much smaller bird, more striated, 
and having a longer and more graduated tail. 
No. 74 a. Add Malacocercus Earlei, nobis. 
No. 75 a. My friend Mr. Frith, a most accurate observer, assures 
me that Timalia pileata, Horsfield, is to be met with. Mr. Hodgson 
has sent it from Nepal, and it is included in Dr. M'Clelland's cata- 
logue of the birds procured by him in Assam. 
No. 76. Several common Taylor-birds were brought me the other 
day, on the authority of which I can now safely assert hat the Or- 
thotomus sepium of Sykes is merely the young of O. longlcauda (his 
O. Benneti). 
No. 76 a. Prinla inornata is common in grass-jungle and reeds, 
and it occurs also in Nepal. This and other Indian Prini~ are de- 
cidedly congeneric with the Drymoic~e(Sw.) of Dr. A. Smith's' South 
African Zoology.' 
No. 76 b. Prinlaflavlventrls i  obtained within a short distance of 
this place. This is the Orthotomus flaviventrls of Delessert, and I 
suspect Motacilla ollvacea of Raffles; I had previously received it 
from Singapore and Tenasserim. 
No. 77. I6ra tlphla ; distinct both from I. zeylonlca of Southern 
India, and from/, scapularls of the Malay countries. In reply to 
Mr. Strickland's request, I may briefly remark that the anatomy of 
this bird is on the usual passerine type : its food small insects, which 
it constantly seeks among the foliage and small twigs of trees, where 
it is ever in motion, attracting ~tttention by its lively yellow colour, 
and more so by the great variety of its notes ; these latter are much 
as in the Pari, and are so various as not unfrequently to occasion dis- 
appointment to the ornithologist, who had been thus led to suspect 
the presence of some unusual species ; but its only proper song-note 
is a very peculiar one, whence is derived one of the native appella- 
tions of the bird--futt~kjou, the second syllable of this being exces- 
sively prolonged. The nest is-a beautiful structure, one before me 
being of a cup-shape, resting upon and bound to a twig of guava, 
from which a slight stem branches off obliquely upward on one side, 
and the base of this is bound into the lower half of the nest ; the rim 
and cupped portion are surprisingly thin, but still very compact, he 
nest being chiefly constructed of fine cocoa-nut fibres, which form the 
interior lining, whilst the outside is bound and fastened with a pro- 
fusion of delicate webs of leaf-rolling caterpillars and spiders : the 
eggs I have not seen. "/'his genus is undoubtedly very isolated in 
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42 Mr. E. Blyth on the Ornithology of the nei#hbourhood f
its affinities ; but it certainly belongs to the great and much-varied 
Timalia series*. 
No. 78 a. Turdus unicolor, Gould, must be added to the list, as I 
have obtained two specimens in this neighbourhood. I have exten- 
sive materials on hand for a monograph on Indian Thrushes. 
No. 79. The specific name rubecula was a slip of the pen on my 
part for citrina, though the former name is also erroneously included 
in the list of Assamese birds collected by Dr. M'Clelland. This spe- 
cies is the Turdus Maeei of Vieillot, and also (as Mr. Jerdon informs 
me) the T. albonotatus, Cuvier. 
No. 81. Of a number of Dhyals received from Singapore, I can 
perceive no difference from the Bengal bird in the male sex, but the 
females have a black head and back, nearly as deep as in the males, 
whereas in the Bengal females the upper parts are always ash-gray. 
Mr. Swainson has subdivided the saularis into two or three species. 
No. 82. In connexion with the Shahmour, I may notice the night- 
ingale, termed Bulbul Bhostah, which is imported from the countries 
west of the Indus, and many are kept by some of the wealthy baboos, 
who purchase them at an enormous price. These are carried about 
by their servants of a morning, according to native custom, and for 
these two or three months past some eight or ten have been thus 
daily brought to the fish-bazar, in cages wrapped round and round 
with cloth, where the incessant noise and clamour excite them to 
sing : the note I at once recognised, of course, though it scarcely 
seems to be equal to that of our English nightingale ; but I had some 
trouble to obtain a sight of one of the captives, and then only by 
main force, when through the darkened cage I could perceive 
clearly enough that the bird was a true nightingale, and as far as I 
could make out, it was the British species, but of this I will not be 
positivet. An ornithologist will, I am sure, appreciate the annoy- 
ance of continually hearing the note of some fine song-bird in a 
closely covered cage, and to be constantly refused a sight of it ; to 
have hookum nai (" no orders ") as the invariable reply to your most 
civil requests to be allowed to view it : there remained but one prac- 
ticable alternative, and of that I availed myself ; the bird proving to 
be so perfectly tame and void of fear that there was no occasion 
whatever for covering it over; but it is the custom to do so, and that 
is sufficient reason to a Bengalee. 
Nos. 84 to 88. Eight species of this group have been described by
* I am rather disposed to place I~ra among the Orlolin,t. The form of 
the beak and feet, and the disposition of the colours, are very similar to 
those of Orlolus, and Dr. Horsfield has lately, obtained a new 16ra equal in 
size to the small Oriolas xanthonotus. This view is now confirmed by the 
interesting account given by Mr. Blyth of the nidification of Irra. Mr. 
Jerdon has given me a similar account of/ .  zeylonica : he says it lays four 
eggs, pale reddish, with darker spots like those of H~ematornis (Pycngnotus), 
and its chief food is spiders.--H. E. S. 
t" Since writi,lg the above, I have looked at another, which I could see to 
more advantage ; the bird sung lustily a]l the while, and it decidedly ap- 
peared to be the British species. 
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me in J .  A. S. B. no. 59. p. 963 et se~. as occurring in the vicinity 
of Calcutta. 
No. 88 a. I have just procured a second specimen of Phylloscopus 
nltldus, so that I have now confirmed all my described new species 
of this genus.on a plurality of specimens. 
No. 90 a. Add a smaller species of Acrocephalus, allied to .4. 
montanus, and which I believe is the Sylvia rama of Sykes. 
Nos. 92 and 93. These are species of true Sphenura, vel Dasy- 
ornis. Of Sph. colluriceps I have recently obtained two fine speci- 
mens, and Mr. Jerdon has procured additional examples of Sph. strl- 
ata. These birds frequent the densest grass-jungle, and Mr. Frith 
has well suggested to me that the remarkable firm and elastic ant- 
orbital bristles are designed to protect the eyes when the bird is 
pushing its way through the grass-stems. This intent is, indeed, 
obvious enough when once suggested. 
No. 95. This, with some allied species, now constitutes my genus 
Cyornis, of which I know four Indian representatives, viz. C. rubecu- 
loides, C. banyumas, C. Tickelli~e*, nobis (Muscicapa hyacinths, apud 
Tiekell), and C. unicolor, nobis. 
No. 97. Add Museicapa bilineata, Lesson, to the synonyms of this 
species. 
No. 98 is, I now think, the true Saxicola rubicola, and no. 99 also 
occurs in this neighbourhood. 
No. 99 a. A splendid living specimen of Orocetes cinclorhyncha 
was brought to me, and kept some time in a cage, when the care- 
lessness of a servant suffered it to escape. It was impossible to look 
at this beautiful bird alive without being convinced of its close affinity 
to the Stone-chats, and not to the Petrocinclce ; and with the Saxico- 
line birds it must be arranged. In this neighbourhood it seems to be 
a rare and accidental bird. 
No. 101. Respecting Muscipeta paradisl, I have to observe that 
both sexes are rufous, with short tails, and merely an indication of the 
black hood, in nestling plumage ; that during the following year both 
sexes continue rufous, with the crested black hood, the male being al- 
ready distinguished by its lengthened middle tail-feathers ; that after 
this the males, I think generally, but the females not until a later pe- 
riod, assume the white dress, wherein the sexes are still distinguished 
by the difference of tail. I am informed that the males breed in the 
rufous plumage, and I have repeatedly seen a white male paired with 
a rufous female : white females are indeed rare ; and I possess one 
specimen of this sex with rufous upper-parts and white under-parts, 
which however is not moulting, but had thrown out this parti-coloured 
plumage at its last change : a similar parti-coloured male is figured 
by Mr. Jerdon in the first number of his ' Illustrations of Indian Or- 
nithology,' published a few weeks ago. 
* I have described this species as C. 77ckelliw, but I now suspect hat the 
Museieapa rubecula, Sw. (Nat. Libr., Flycatchers), is the female of this 
one rather than of C. banyumas~ in which casc the name rubeeula must be 
retrained for it. 
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44 Mr. E. Blyth on the Ornithology of the neighbourhood of 
No. 104. I have procured but one more example of Cryptolopha 
poiocephala. 
No. 109. Graucalus papuensis of India generally and the Malay 
countries ( CebhTyris javensis, Horsfield, and Gr. nipalensis, Hodg- 
son) certainly appears to accord with Latham's description of the 
Papuan Crow, excepting that the loral region is not black, but merely 
of a darker ash-colour than the rest. Length about 12 inches, of 
wing 6¼ to 6½ in., and of tail 5 to 54 in. Although, in the few cases 
which I have examined, the females have been distinguished by ha- 
ving the under-parts ransversely striated from the throat, yet I have 
received two or three skins marked as female which had the lower 
parts as in the male. Of several specimens before me, none equals 
the dimensions of those assigned by Mr. Hodgson, though I have 
received specimens from him marked as nipalensis, which were per- 
fectly identical in species with those of Bengal, Southern India, &c. 
No. 111. Zalage 8ykesi, as described by Mr. Strickland, is the 
adult male of the species referred by Mr. Jerdon and myself, after 
Col. Sykes, to Ceblepyrisfimbriatus *. No. 110 should also probably 
be placed as a Lalage, but the divisions of this group do not appear 
to be generally well-defined. 
No. 112. Mr. Strickland is right in his identification f this shrike, 
which is also the L. phoenicurus of India, apud Latham, and his i .  
lueionensis, L. melanotis, Valenciennes, L. ferrugiceps, Hodgson; and 
it is further noticed by Latham as the " Curcutia, said to be found 
about Calcutta, making a harsh noise," as mentioned in his account 
of L. rufus. Mr. Swainson erroneously refers the i .  erythronotus, 
Vigors, to L. superciliosus. The latter is described to inhabit Java 
as well as India, and Raffles includes it in his catalogue of Sumatran 
birds; I have also received it from Singapore, where, however, 
another species with analogous plumage appears to be more common, 
the L. magnlrostris of Lesson (Bel. Voy.), v. L. strOatus, Eytont. 
Two other species are met with in this vicinity, the L. antiguanus, 
* If my Lalage Sykesl be tile male of the Ceblepyrisfimbriatus of Sykes, 
Jerdon and Blyth, the latter name must be incorrectly used. In my speci- 
mens of what I consider the true C.fimbriatu.~ of Temminck, the wing is 
4 inches 8 lines long, while in L. Sgkesi it is 4 inches l line. Moreover my 
C.9qmbriatus has tlle rump-feathers spiny, proving it to be a true Campephaga, 
while in L. Sykesi the), arc soft, which was m) chief reason for placing it 
in the genus Lalage.--H. E. S. 
"1" I formerly supposed with Mr. Blyth that the Lanius lueionensis, Linn., 
from the Philippine Islands, the Z. superciliosus, Lath., from the Malay 
countries, and the L. cristatus, Linn., from Bengal, were one a dthe same ; 
but having now obtained specimens fi.om all these countries, I find thathese 
form three distinct though closely allied species. Z. lacionensis has the front 
gray, passing into grayish-brown on the crown and rich rufous-brown n the 
back and tail; Z, superciliosus has the front white, the crown and upper 
parts rufous, and is I presume the L. magnirostris of B~langer, hut I cannot 
at the moment refer to his work ; L. crlstatus has the whole front and upper 
parts rufous, and a smaller beak than the other two ; it must I suppose be 
called melanotis, the name eristatus being "likely to propagate an import- 
ant error."~H. E. 8. 
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Latham (v. nlgrlceps, Franklin, v. tricolor, Hodgson, and Indian 
Shrike, Latham), and L. tephronotus, Vigors (v. niTalensls, Hodgson, 
and Grey-backed Shrike of Latham). 
No. 115. This is Ocypterus leucorhynchos of Mr. Jerdon's cata- 
logue, and also the Assamese leucorhynchos of Messrs. M'Clelland 
and Horsfield. 
No. 116. CMbla hottentotta, v. Cometes krishna ; the former spe- 
cific name, according to Mr. Strickland, being "expressive of its 
black plumage ;" the Hottentots, however, are not a black race ; and 
the name (of which Mr. Martin failed to learn the derivation) is 
evidently a corruption of heiden-staat, he Dutch equivalent for 
" heathen state*." Corvus hottentottus i  also stated to have been 
observed by Thunberg in Caffraria, which, if true, indicates another 
meaning for the specific name ; but the description certainly applies 
to the young of the Indian species. 
With respect to the other Indian Drongos, there is no difficulty 
about the birds themselves, but only as regards their synonymy. I 
have endeavoured to reduce this in J. A. S. B. xi. 799 et seq., to 
which I have subsequently added, that D. a~ratus, Stephcns, is iden- 
tical with ~eneus, and that I have received the true balicasslus from 
Mr. Hodgson as his annectens. But I had not Latham's work to refer 
to at the time of preparing the synopsis of the birds alluded to, and 
now that it is before me, I will endeavour to advance another step 
towards their complete determination. 
The name Edolius I l imit to those species which have prolonged 
stems to their outer ectrices, whereof the twirled extremities are 
barbed only on the outer side t ;  the Bhringa (subsequentlyMelisseus) 
tectlrostris of Hodgson, founded on E. remifer, auct., differs consi.. 
derably from the others, and has the extremities of its outer rectrices 
barbed on both sides and not twirled. I now think that there are 
as many as four species of these restricted Edolii, for a Singapore 
specimen without any crest which I saw lately in the possession of a 
friend, and whichis doubtless Gould's rangoonensis, appeared to differ 
from that with a slight frontal crest which I described in J .  A. S. B. 
xi. 172, and of which I figured the bill and forehead in the plate an- 
nexed to p. 802 of the same volume ; but on sending for my friend's 
specimen to compare it with that in the museum, I regret to learn 
that he has shipped it for France. The following appears to me to 
be the synonymy of the species. 
Such at least is the opinion of a friend, tolerably well versed in philo- 
logy ; but another friend of mine, who is familiar with the Dutch language, 
will not admit it ; and referring to the ' EncychTmdia Britannica,' I find it 
remarked, that " The natives of this country are called Hottentots, in their 
own language ; a word of which it is vain to inquire the meaning, since the 
language of this country can scarce be learned by any other nation." 
t This is not quite correct ; the long webs are on the inner, not the outer 
side. Moreover both sides of these feathers are furnished with webs, though 
the external ones are very short. These species hould therefore b  placed 
in the same genus as BhriTzga retailer ; and as Cuvier's name JEdollus cannot 
be retained (being a mere synonym ofDicrurus, Vieill.), the term Bhringa 
should be xtended to all these racket.tailed Dicrurin~.--H. E. S. 
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46 Mr. E. Blyth on the Ornithology of the neighbourhood of 
1. E. grandlg, Gould; malabaricus, Shaw and Stephens, and a~ 
figured by Latham, doubtless from Lady Impey's drawing described 
by him ; malabaroides, Hodgson ; and perhaps, rather than the next, 
the Cuculus paradlseus, Lina. Nepal, Tenasserim. 
2. JE. paradiseus ? (Linn.) ; retifer, Tern. ; platurus,Vieillot ; ma- 
labaricus, Gould ; cristatellus, nobis ; Assamese grandis, apud Hors- 
field, as identified from Dr. M'Clelland's drawing of the specimen. 
Bengal, Southern India, Tenasserim. From Nepal I have only seen 
the preceding species*. 
3. :E. rangoonensis, apud nos. Tenasserim. 
4. E. rangoonensis, Gould ; perhaps the Malabar Shrike or Drongo 
of Sonnerat and Buffon, but a crestless species remains to be verified 
as inhabiting Southern India. Rangoon, Si gapore. 
Of Bhringa (subsequently Melisseus), Hodgson, I know only--  
Bhr. remifer (Tern.); tectirostrls, Hodgson; AssamesC rangoo- 
nensis (?), apud Horsfield. Himalaya, Assam. 
Next to this might be placed the Chaptia (since Prepopterus), 
Hodgson, founded on- -  
Ch. ~neus (Vieillot) ; aOratus, Stephens ; musclpetoides, Hodgson ; 
Butchanga of the BengMees, a name which Mr. Hodgson assigns to 
the Bengal Fingah ; Bronzed Shrike of Latham. India generally. 
There now remain the restricted Dicruri, of which I am well ac- 
quainted with four Indian species. 
1. D. ballcassius (Linn.); Javaneseforficatus (?), apud Horsfield ; 
annectens, Hodgson. Bill more crow-like than in the others, and tail 
much less deeply forked. Malay countries, Nepal. 
2. D. indlcus, Stephens; albirictus, Hodgson, figured by him in 
As. Res. xviii, pl. 2; Fingah of the Bengalees; Indian balicasslus, 
auctorum : the beak of this species is much more shrike-like than in 
the others. India generally, being everywhere the most common 
species t .  
3. D. maerocercus. VieiUot ; biloba, Licht. (if these names hould 
not he rather referred to the preceding species, both having the 
tail equally forked in fine specimens ; perhaps also clneraceus, Hors- 
field, of Java, and leucoph¢us, Vieillot, of Ceylon, founded on the 
Drongrl of Levaillant, as very ashy specimens are not unfrequent) ; 
NeelFingah of the Bengalees. About the same size as the preceding, 
* The Cueulus paradlseus of Linnaeus is founded on a description by 
Brisson of a bird from Siam with a short crest, measuring, according to 
Brisson's figure, one inch from its extremity to the base of the beak. There 
is therefore no doubt that this is the cristatellus of Mr. Blyth. I should 
rather doubt the distinctness of the raagoonensis of Mr. Gould from that of 
Mr. Blyth : they may perhaps be different ag s of the same bird.--H. E. S. 
s r Mr. Blytb's second species is certainly the Drongolon of Levaillant, 
the basis of macrocercus, Vieillot, bilobus, Licht., and indicus, Steph., and 
VieiUot's specific name ust be used for it. Mr. Blyth's third species is not 
cineraceus of Dr. Horsfield (as that bird is uniform pale einereous), and it 
is probably not the leucopht~us, Vieill. (ceylonensis, Steph., cinereus, Swains.), 
as that is described as wholly silvery gray, and is therefore probably the 
same as eineraceus, Horsf Should this be so, Mr. Blyth's third species will 
require a new specific name.--H. E. S. 
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but readily distinguished from it by the ashy tinge of its plumage, 
especially on the under-parts, which have never much dark gloss, and 
often scarcely a trace of it (whereas in the two preceding the gloss 
is very nearly as bright below as above) ; likewise by the shape of 
the beak, which is much less shrike-like, being less strongly and 
abruptly hooked at tip, also much less compressed, with the ridge of 
the upper mandible distinctly augulated, instead of being obtusely 
rounded ; and the tarsi are shorter, scarcely exceeding five-elghths of 
an inch. Irides bright brownish red. Inhabits Bengal, Nepal and 
Southern India. 
4. D. ceerulescens, apud Jerdon, and of myself, ante. This is the true 
Lanius c~erulescens of Linnaeus, founded on pl. 56 of Edwards's birds *. 
Distinguished from the last species by its inferior size, and by always 
having the belly, vent and lower tail-coverts pure white, not merely 
tipped with white as in the immature plumage of the rest. Struc- 
ture and colouring in other respects precisely as in the last species, 
and irides also the same. Length of wing 4~ to 5 inches ; of middle 
tail-feathers 4 in., and outermost (in a particularly fine specimen) 11in. 
more, being generally less. I have only obtained two specimens of 
this bird here, but have received it from Bengal and Central India, 
and Mr. Jerdon meets with it in the south. It is obviously distinct 
as a species. 
Of these four Dicrurl, I have forwarded specimens to the India- 
house. The D. leucogaster, Vieillot, vel albiventris, Stephens (a 
name that would apply excellently to no. 4), founded on the Drongri 
ventre blanc of Lcvalllant, said to have " all the under-parts, from 
chin to vent, white," and to inhabit Batavia, requires, I think, veri- 
fication ; and D. virldescens, Gould, is a good species, inhabiting the 
Indo-Chinese and probably the Malay countries. 
No. 122. Pycnonotus h~emorrhousa, v. Ixos pseudocafer, nobis, 
Tassim, is also common in Arracan. I have a considerable number 
of Bulbuls to determine, several being evidently new ; but the clas- 
sification of them is far from being easy. The common Bengal species, 
which I have regarded as cafer, resembles h~emorrhousa, except in its 
larger size, in having the nape and entire breast black, and the back 
also darker. It measures 9½ inches by 12½ in. ; wing 4 in., and tail 
the same or nearly sot.  
No. 124. Mr. Strickland is right in supposing this to be the spe- 
cies figured by Gould as Pitta brachyura ; it being the Corvus bra- 
chyurus, var. B and var. F of Latham, and also, as I fully suspect, 
the P. abdominalis, }Vagler ; while the Linneean bird I conceive to 
be also Latham's var. E, described from Sonnerat, P. malaccensis, 
Scopoli, &c., a common Malayan species extending northward to 
Arracan, and which has always a black chin. For some descriptions 
of Pittee, vide J. A. S. B. no. 59. n. s. p. 960 et seq. 
It is also the Laniusfingah of Shaw, which is founded on the same 
plate of Edwards.--H. E. S. 
t It hence appears that the caret of Bengal is identical with that of South 
Africa.--H. E. S. 
Several species of P~tta re here confounded :--1. The true Corvus bra- 
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No. 126. The bird here referred to, Or~olus galbula, is, I am no~r 
satisfied, the young male O. kundoo, as I have received specimens 
from Central India precisely similar in eolouring which were deci- 
dedly that species. The Bengal example referred to has imperfect 
wings and tail, or the dimensions of the former would have proved 
it to be distinct from O. galbula. It is still the only example of the 
species which I have met with here, though others have been sent 
me from Midnapore. In a notice which I gave of the Asiatic spe- 
cies of this genus in J. A. S. B. two corrections are necessary, the 
O. acrorhynehus, Vigors, being distinct from O. ehlnensis, and the 
O. eastanopterus, nobis, being merely the second plumage of O. leu- 
cogaster, v. aeanthonotus. 
[To be eontinued.] 
PROCEEDINGS OF LEARNED SOCIETIES. 
L I  NN2EA.N" SOCIETY .  
March 5, 1844.--E. Forster, Esq., V.P., in the Chair. 
Read a paper " On Spiranthes gemmlpara." By Charles Cardale 
Babington, Esq., M.A., F.L.S., F.G.S. &c. 
Two specimens of th~s very rare plant were first found by Mr. 
James Drummond in or about he year 1810, near Castletown, Bear- 
haven, in the county of Cork, " opposite the western edoubt, grow- 
ing in a salt-marsh near the shore." One of these was communi- 
cated to Sir James E. Smith, who published it in his ' English Flora' 
under the name of Neottia gemmipara, with a description furnished 
by Mr. Drummond. Within these few years the plant has been again 
discovered near to, but probably not in exactly the original spot, by 
Dr. P. A. Armstrong, who on the 30th of September 1843 con- 
ducted Mr. Babington and Mr. E. Winterbottom to the station, 
where they saw about twelve specimens, everal of which had been 
destroyed by cattle, and all were in rather an advanced state of 
flowering. 
From the specimens then collected Mr. Babington gives a detailed 
description of the plant, which differs in a slight degree from that 
furnished to Sir J. E. Smith by Mr. Drummond. He thinks it may 
fairly be referred to the genus Splranthes, although differing from 
the other European species in some particulars ; the most remarkable 
of these differences consisting in the connexion of all the sepals with 
chyurus of Linmeus (founded on Turdus viridis moluccensls of Brisson), with 
throat black and lower parts fulvous, from the Moluccas; 2. the "com- 
mon Malayan species which has always a black chin " is probably P. cucul- 
lata, figured in the last Number of the ' Annals ' : 3. Pitta brach#ura of 
,Gould, with a black beak and white throat, from the Himalaya and Bengal, 
and which wants a specific name ; 4. a species with yellowish beak, white 
throat, and a white or bluish-white streak over the eye : this is the P. ma- 
laccensis (Scop.) (supereiliar£~,Wagl.), founded on Sonn. ' Vov. Ind ' ol. ] 10. 
and is also the abdominalis, Wagl~ fouuded on Edwards, pI.~24.--[~. E, S: 
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